


p a g e 1

M o n d ay, 2 5 O c to b e r 2 0 0 4

U R A N N A H
W h a t’ s a t R isk ?

A p relim in a ry in v estig a tio n in to its b io lo g ica l a sse ts.

A rep o r t p rep a red  a t th e req u es t o f K en D o d d  a n d h is fa m ily , tra d itio n a l

o w n ers , liv in g  o n U ra n n a h  S ta tio n .

B A C K G R O U N D :

• T h e U ran n ah  d am site w as firs t id en tified an d in v es tig a ted ab o u t 1 9 7 0 , ag a in in th e

m id  1 9 7 0 s an d w as o rig in a lly reco m m en d ed fo r co n s tru c tio n in co n ju n c tio n w ith C la re

W eir to su p p o rt irr ig a tio n  d ev e lo p m en t in th e L o w er B u rd ek in . W h en th e B u rd ek in

F a lls D am p ro p o sa l w as in itia ted 1 , th e U ran n ah  p ro p o sa l w as  sh e lv ed . O n e ju s tifica tio n

fo r ch o o s in g th e B u rd ek in F a lls o v e r U ran n ah w as g iv en as th e h ig h en v iro n m en ta l

co s ts .

• In  1 9 9 7  T h e Q u een s lan d S ta te G o v ern m en t s till h ad  p lan s to  d ev e lo p th e p ro jec t.

• M ean w h ile , th e In d ig en o u s L an d C o rp o ra tio n fin a lised th e freeh o ld title o f th e p ro p e rty

[fin a lised  3 1 M ar9 9 . T h e  ag reem en t w as  s ig n ed  1 A p r9 8 .]

• A s w e ll, th e B o w en B as in co a l in d u s try w as b u rg eo n in g , an d th e ir d em an d fo r w a te r

fo r th e ir o p e ra tio n s w as g ro w in g , an d co n tin u es to g ro w ex p o n en tia lly .

• W ate r p ro p e rty rig h ts h av e  a lso ch an g ed : Im p o rtan tly th e o w n ersh ip  o f trad ab le w a te r

rig h ts w as  sep a ra ted an d m ad e in d ep en d en t o f lan d title .

• In recen t yea rs ra in fa ll a lo n g th e C en tra l C o as t o f Q u een s lan d  h as b een m u ch less th an

av e rag e , p ro m p tin g ad v o ca te s fo r th e U ran n ah P ro p o sa l to lo b b y fo r th e d am .

1 In M arch  1 9 8 0 , th e Q u een s lan d P arliam en t au th o rised th e  e s tab lish m en t o f th e B u rd ek in R iv e r

P ro jec t. C o n s tru c tio n  o f th e B u rd ek in F a lls D am co m m en ced in  1 9 8 4  an d co m p le ted  1 9 8 7 .

IA N S U T T O N
B IO L O G IS T

1 8 Jo h n S tree t

C o llin sv ille Q 4 8 0 4

p h o n e 4 7 8 5  6 3 4 2

m o b ile 0 4 2 9  9 4 4  4 4 2

E -m a il ib su t@ o p tu sn e t.co m .au

A B N 5 6 0 0 1 9 8 6 8 0 6



p a g e 2

S U M M A R Y O F S IG N IF IC A N T  B IO L O G IC A L A S S E T S

H IL L S & V A L L E Y S L O P E S

• Iro n b a rk s lo p es

• N a tiv e p as tu re - p re -E u ro p ean  v eg e ta tio n ex am p le

R IV E R B A N K  A N D F L O O D C H A N N E L S

• B lu eg u m fo res t w ith  d isp e rsed  k o a la p o p u la tio n [‘ en d an gered ’ reg ion a l

ec osystem .]

• B lack iro n  b o x [rare]

R IV E R

• Irw in ’s  sn ap p in g to rto ise

• F ish - fiv e sp ec ie s

• C ro co d ile - p o ss ib le lag o o n  h ab ita t [n o t s ig h ted ]

B IR D S

• S ca rle t h o n eyea te r

• B lack -n eck ed s to rk s [J ab iru ]

• S q u a tte r p ig eo n s

• G rey fa lco n s [p o ss ib le ]

• B arn  o w l typ e [p o ss ib le ]

O V E R A L L

• N o stylo s o r in tro d u ced g rasses  seen

D E S C R IP T IO N O F IN V E S T IG A T IO N

F o r 3  d ays [2 4 /9 /0 4 -2 6 /9 /0 4 ] , Ian S u tto n [ass is ted  b y M o n a W ells an d A n ek k e M eed er]

accep ted th e in v ita tio n to  v is it U ran n ah S ta tio n an d m ad e  a  b rie f s tu d y o f th e  co u n try fo r

ab o u t 3  k ilo m e tre s  su rro u n d in g th e C au sew ay [2 0 º 5 6 .5 2 2 ’S 1 4 8 º2 0 .7 7 7 ’E ] .

2 4 S ep 0 4 D ay 1 : W alk so u th a lo n g en tran ce track th ro u g h  p o la r g u m to  b lu eg u m fo res t an d

re tu rn  v ia riv e r.

2 5 S ep 0 4 D ay 2 : C lim b rid g e 1 .3 k m to th e  eas t [2 0 º 5 6 .7 9 4 ’S 1 4 8 º2 1 .0 9 6 ’E ] an d re tu rn  d o w n

sp u r

2 6 S ep 0 4 D ay 3 : V is it h o m es tead an d  d riv e to A d a lu m a [2 0 º5 1 .5 4 7 ’S 1 4 8 º1 6 .7 5 8 ’E ] ,

s to p p in g a t lag o o n ad jacen t to M t C au ley.

A p h o to g rap h ic lo g w as k ep t.

A p re lim in a ry p lan t sp ec ie s lis t s ta rted .

R eco rd s o f an im a l o b se rv a tio n s w ere m ad e .
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H IL L S & V A L L E Y S L O P E S

• Iro n b a rk s lo p es

• T h o se s lo p es n o t w ith in th e reach  o f n o rm a l flo o d ev en ts a re  co m p o sed

m o stly o f iro n b a rk fo res t.

• Iro n b a rk  p ro v id es an ad d itio n a l fo o d so u rce fo r k o a la s .

• N a tiv e p as tu re

• U n d ers to rey co n s is ted  o f n a tiv e g rasses , d o m in a ted  b y 3 -aw n ed , b lack

sp ea r an d  k an g a ro o g rasses

• N o  b u ffe l g ra ss w as id en tified .

• N o in tro d u ced leg u m es w ere n o ticed .

• C o n firm a tio n  o f th ese p re lim in a ry fin d in g s n eed to  b e m ad e to w ard s th e

en d  o f th e w e t seaso n , a s in th e  cu rren t d ro u g h t co n d itio n s , it is d ifficu lt

to id en tify d ried  u n d e rs to rey p lan ts .

R IV E R B A N K A N D F L O O D  C H A N N E L S

• B lu eg u m fo res t w ith  d isp e rsed  k o a la p o p u la tio n .

• B o th U ran n ah C reek an d B ro k en R iv e r h av e  a  m a in ch an n e l w ith

n u m ero u s ad jacen t flo o d ch an n e ls .

• B lu eg u m s [E u ca lyp tu s te re tico rn u s ] d o m in a te th is lan d scap e .

• T h is a rea is m ap p ed as an ‘en d an g e red ’ reg io n a l eco sys tem .

• M an y m atu re trees a re  e s tim a ted a t 3 0 m e tre s in  h e ig h t.

• K o a la sca ts w ere fo u n d  u n d e r n ea rly a ll o f th e trees ex am in ed .

F u rth e r sca t su rv eys n eed to  b e  ca rried  o u t in th e  ex ten s iv e b lu eg u m fo res t

o n U ran n ah C reek , u p s tream o f th e h o m estead .

• T w o  k o a la s w ere sp o tted  o n  d ay 1 an d  p h o to g rap h ed . G P S lo ca tio n s

2 0 ° 5 7 .2 4 8 ’S 1 4 8 °2 0 .1 9 1 ,E an d  2 0 ° 5 7 .4 5 2 ’S 1 4 8 °1 9 .9 2 2 ’E .

A lth o u g h K o a las a re la rg e  an im a ls , th ey a re n o t eas ily seen  d u rin g th e

d ay. T h e n ex t v is it w ill fo cu s o n sp o tlig h tin g o f th e  an im a ls

• B lack iro n  b o x [E u ca lyp tu s  ra v e re tia n a ]

• ra re ? ?

• M o stly fo u n d a lo n g th e b an k s o f th e m ain ch an n e ls .

• M atu re sp ec im en s to  3 0  m e tre s an d en o rm o u s b o les .

• B es t ex am p les to  b e fo u n d a t p ro p o sed  d am site .

R IV E R

• Irw in ’s  sn ap p in g to rto ise [E lseya irw in i]

• O n e sp ec im en w as co llec ted in th e sh a llo w lag o o n im m ed ia te ly u p s tream

o f th e  cau sew ay, p h o to g rap h ed an d re leased  o n  d ay 2 .

• T h is lag o o n  h as a t lea s t tw o res id en t to rto ise s - p ro b ab ly m o re .

• u n d e r th e N C A 1 9 9 2 R eg u la tio n s o f 1 9 9 4 , it  is  sch ed u led as a "co m m o n

sp ec ie s" b u t “ in rea lity it h a s n o t b een  a ccessed s in ce it w a s d escr ib ed ---

- if a  d e ta iled su r v ey w a s m a d e o f  th is tu r tle , it w o u ld [p ro b a b ly] e q u a te

to  a th rea ten ed sp ec ie s b u t a t p resen t w e a re d a ta  d e f ic ien t.” 2

• It is a  c lo aca l v en tila tin g sp ec ie s an d re la ted sp ec ie s h av e d e layed

m atu rity an d lo w fecu n d ity . It sh o u ld  b e  an au tu m n - w in te r b reed e r.

2 p ers co m m . C o l L im p u s 1 O c t0 4 .
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• F ish - fiv e sp ec ie s

• D u rin g a sh o rt u n d e rw a te r in sp ec tio n  o f th e  cau sew ay lag o o n fiv e sp ec ie s

o f fish w ere id en tified : ra in b o w fish , 5 -b a rred g ru n te r, sp an g led  p e rch ,

so o ty g ru n te r an d  b lu e  ca tfish .

• C ro co d ile - p o ss ib le lag o o n  h ab ita t [n o t s ig h ted ]

• A d eep [2 m etre s o r m o re ] 5 0 0 -m e tre -lo n g lag o o n a t th e p ro p o sed  d am

site is lik e ly c ro co d ile h ab ita t.

• A n ecd o ta l s to rie s re fe r to a 4 -m e tre  an im a l sh o t a t th e U ran n ah

C au sew ay.

• A 1 .8 -m e tre sp ec im en  h as recen tly b een  p h o to g rap h ed a t th e B o w en R iv e r

W eir so m e 4 7 .9 k m aw ay.3

B IR D S

• S ca rle t h o n eyea te r

• T h e n u m b ers o f th ese b ird s p resen t a t th is  s ite w ere u n u su a l.

U su a lly th is  sp ec ie s is n o m ad ic , b u t th e u n u su a lly la rg e n u m b ers an d

d iffe ren t ag e g ro u p s m ay m ean th a t th is is an a rea w h ere th ey a re re s id en t

- fu rth e r v is its w ill e s tab lish th e n a tu re o f th e b ird ’s re la tio n sh ip to th e

a rea .

• B lack -n eck ed s to rk s [J ab iru ]
• 3 B lack -n eck ed s to rk s w ere seen in th e lag o o n a t th e p ro p o sed  d am site .

O n e  ad u lt an d tw o yo u n g .
• T h is a rea th en is p ro b ab ly an im p o rtan t fo rag in g a rea fo r th is ra re b ird .

• S q u a tte r p ig eo n s
• A n u m b er o f th e so u th e rn fo rm o f th is  sp ec ie s w as  seen an d so m e

p h o to g rap h ed . T h is fo rm is b eco m in g in c reas in g ly ra re in th e so u th .

• G rey fa lco n s [p o ss ib le ]
• T w o g rey rap to rs w ere seen  o n  d ay 1 & 2 in  d isp lay flig h ts n ea r th e  cam p

site [2 0 °5 6 .6 3 7 ’S 1 4 8 °2 0 .6 0 8 ’E ] .
• T h e o n ly b a rrin g seen w as in th e w in g s an d th e lead in g ed g e o f th e w in g s

w ere b lack . T h is d esc rip tio n fits th e ra re g rey fa lco n .
• T h is b ird is ra re , b u t its p re sen ce h e re n eed s to  b e  co n firm ed .

• B arn  o w l typ e [p o ss ib le ]
• O n th e m o rn in g o f d ay 3 a b ird w as  seen flyin g n ea r th e  cam p site
• It m ay h av e b een an  o w l o f th e g en u s T y to .

O V E R A L L

• N o s tylo s o r in tro d u ced g rasses  seen
D u rin g th e 3 -d ay v is it, an ac tiv e lo o k o u t fo r b u ffe l g ra ss an d s tylo s w as
m ain ta in ed . N o s ig h tin g s w ere m ad e .
It seem s lik e ly th a t th e  a rea h as n ev e r su ffe red an y ‘p as tu re
im p ro v em en t’4

B ecau se o f th is an d th e p h ys ica l n a tu re o f th is ‘H id d en V a lley’, th e lack
o f in tro d u ced  p as tu re sp ec ie s w o u ld m ak e it an a lm o s t u n iq u e
rep resen ta tio n  o f th e p re -E u ro p ean  v eg e ta tio n  o f th is a rea ,
B ecau se o f th e d ry co n d itio n  o f p as tu re s a t th e tim e o f th e v is it, fu rth e r
w o rk  n eed s to  b e  ca rried  o u t to m ak e  a  b e tte r a ssessm en t o f th e p as tu re
co n d itio n .

3 2 4 A u g 0 4 Ian S u tto n .
4 T h e w ife o f th e fo rm er o w n er M rs A n g u s  sa id as m u ch w h en ask ed if th is w as  so  o n  D ay 3 . T h ey w ere

v is itin g U ran n ah a fte r a tten d in g a g a th e rin g a t C lo v e lly S ta tio n th e p rev io u s n ig h t.
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D IS C U S S IO N

A h id d en  v a lley w ith a lm o s t p ris ten e  co n d itio n s , n o w eed s , b lu eg u m fo res t, k o a la s ,

iro n b o x , iro n b a rk s lo p es , a riv e r th a t is th e m o st p e rm an en t in th e B u rd ek in S ys tem , h ea lth

fish , to rto ise .

A lth o u g h U ran n ah is c lo se b y to sev e ra l cen tre s 5 , th e to p o g rap y an d th e lack  o f g o o d ro ad

access m ak es it a v e ry rem o te p lace . 4 W D v eh ic le s a re n ecessa ry in th e d ry seaso n an d th e

W et ren d e rs th e  a rea v irtu a lly im p assab le .

O n ce o n e d ecen d s in to th e v a lley, th e  a rea is w a lled in  b y th e rag es o n a ll s id es , ex cep t

fo r a g ap  n ea r M t C au ley w h ere th e B ro k en R iv e r ex its o n its jo u rn ey w es tw ard .

T h ese p h ys ica l b a rrie rs an d th e jo in t b o u n d ary w ith E u n g e lla N a tio n a l P a rk to th e so u th

eas t, p lu s th e lack  o f an y p as t “p as tu re im p p ro v em en ts” ren d e r th e  a rea  an iso la ted ‘is lan d ’

o f v itu a lly p ris ten e n a tu ra l h e ritag e .

It is a secu re , a lm o s t u n iq u e  ex am p le o f p re -E u ro p ean  v eg e ta tio n  o f th e  a rea .

5 It lie s ab o u t b e tw een C o llin sv ille [ 6 7 k m ] an d M ack ay [ 9 0 k m ] - as th e  c ro w flie s .
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B IR D  L IS T
3 0  sp ec ie s  w ere  seen  &  n o tred  d u rin g  th e  S ep tem b er 2 0 0 4  trip .

sp ec ies                                                           co m m o n  n a m e
A n h in g a  m e lan o g as te r                                  d a rte r
A rd ea  n o v aeh o llan d iae                                  w h ite -faced  h e ro n
X en o rh yn ch u s  a s ia ticu s                                 b lack  n eck ed  s to rk
A n as  su p e rc ilio sa                                          b lack  d u ck
A v iced a  su b c ris ta ta                                       b az a
A q u ila  au d ax                                                 w ed g e -ta iled  eag le
F a lco  h yp o leu co s                                           g rey fa lco n 6

C o tu rn ix  yp s ilo p h o ra                                    b ro w n  q u a il
G a llin u la  ten eb ro sa                                       d u sk y m o o rh en
G eo p e lia  s tria ta                                             p eace fu l d o v e
G eo p h ap s  sc rip ta                                           sq u a tte r p ig eo n
C a lyp to rh yn ch u s  b an k s ii                              red -ta iled  b lack -co ck a to o
C aca tu a  g a le rita                                             su lp h u r-c re s ted  co ck a to o
P la tyce ru s  ad sc itu s                                        p a le -h ead ed  ro se lla
C aco m an tis  f lab e llifo rm is                             fan -ta iled  cu ck o o
N in o x  n o v aesee lan d iae                                 b o o b o o k  o w l
D ace lo  leach ii                                               b lu e -w in g ed  k o o k ab u rra
D ace lo  n o v aeg u in eae                                    lau g h in g  k o o k ab u rra
G eryg o n e  p a lp eb ro sa                                     fa iry  w arb le r
P h ilem o n  c itreo g u la ris                                  little  fria r b ird
E n to m yz o n  cyan o tis                                      b lu e -faced  h o n eyea te r
L ich m era  in d is tin c ta                                      b ro w n  h o n eyea te r
M yz o m ela  o b scu ra                                        d u sk y h o n eyea te r
P h ilem o n  co rn icu la tu s                                   n o isy fria rb ird
M yz o m ela  san g u in o len ta                              sca rle t h o n eyea te r
L ich en o s to m u s  flav u s                                   ye llo w  h o n eyea te r
N eo ch m ia  tem p o ra lis                                    red -b ro w ed  fin ch
D ic ru ru s  b rac tea tu s                                       d ro n g o
S tep e ra  g racu lin a                                           p ied  cu rraw o n g
C o rv u s  o rru                                                   T o rre s ian  c ro w

6 n eed s  co n firm a tio n
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V E G E T A T IO N  - sp ecies list
2 0  sp ec ie s  w ere  seen  &  n o tred  d u rin g  th e  S ep tem b er 2 0 0 4  trip .

sp ec ies                                                           co m m o n  n a m e 
A cac ia  h o lo se rica                                          s ilv e r w a ttle
A ris tid a   sp                                                    3  aw n  g rass
C a llis tem o n  v im in a lis                                   w eep in g  b o ttle  b ru sh
C asu a rin a  cu n n in g h am ian a                           r iv e r o ak
C yn o d o n  d ac tylo n                                         g reen  co u ch
E ryth rin a  v esp e rtilio                                      b a ts  w in g  co ra l tree
E u ca lyp tu s  c reb a                                           n a rro w  leav ed  iro n b a rk
E u ca lyp tu s  p la typ h ylla                                  p o p la r g u m
E u ca lyp tu s  rav e re tian a                                  b lack  iro n b o x
E u ca lyp tu s  te re tico rn u s                                 fo re s t red  g u m  - b lu e  g u m
F icu s  o p p o s ita                                               san d p ap e r fig
F icu s  ru b ig in o sa                                            ru s ty  fig
F icu s  v iren s                                                   w h ite  fig
H e te ro p o g o n  co n to rtu s                                  b lack  sp ea r g ra ss
L o m an d ra  m u ltif lo ra                                     m an y-flo w ered  m a t ru sh
L o p h o s tem o n  g ran d iflo ra                              n o rth e rn  sw am p  m ah o g an y
P lan ch o n ia  ca reya                                         co ck y ap p le
S yz yg iu m  au s tra le                                         c reek  ch e rry
T h em ed a  trian d ra                                          k an g a ro o  g rass
W ate rh o u sea  flo rib u n d a                                


